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Definition of the Korean Electronic Monitoring Supervision

Electronic Monitoring supervision (EM) is a 24/7 intensive supervision program

that effectively reduces recidivism by allowing probation officers to identify 

and track the location of high-risk offenders and those released on parole    

who are subject to EM order, using GPS electronic devices
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Distinctive Features2

While most countries implemented Electronic Monitoring Program as an alternative 
to ease prison overcrowding, Korea introduced EM to prevent recidivism of high-
risk offenders

Everything related to the Electronic Monitoring Program is carried out directly by 
the government

We focus on the role of probation (probation & parole) officers
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History3

20082007
Legislation of the EM Act
(up to 5 years)

2009

20202010 2023

Extended to pretrial 
monitoring for stalkers
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Enforcement of the Act
Applied to sexual 
violent crimes only 
Revised up to 10 years

Additional application to 
child kidnapping

Additional application to 
homicide
Revised up to 30 years

Enforcement of conditional bail 
system on EM
Electronic monitoring is expanded to 
all    criminals of parole regardless 
of their crime
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Crime Prevention 
Policy Bureau

Electronic 
Supervision Division

Ministry of 
Justice

EM Center (2)

Seoul 
Daejeon

Probation Office (58)

District Office (18)
Branch Office (40)

Organization (1)1



Statistics (1)2
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2010                        2013                        2017                        2023

393

2,981

1,711

4,150

Population under EM Supervision, 2010 - 2023

Sexual 
Offending

2.723
(64%)

Homicide
563

(13%)

Robbery
121
(3%)

Child 
Kidnapping

8
(0.2%)

Others
837

(20%)

4,150

By Type of Criminal Offence, 2023



Statistics (2)2
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2010                        2013                        2017                        2023

393

2,981

1,711

4,150

Population under EM Supervision, 2010 - 2023

Post-
Release

Supervision
2.723
(66%)

Parole
1.132
(27%)

Bail
284
(7%)

Suspended Setence
11(0.3%)

4,150

By Type of Applied Law, 2023
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EM devices (1)1

Electronic 
Monitoring

Anklet

- Enhanced location detecting : GNSS (GPS,GLONASS),Wi-Fi
- 4G(LTE)
- 180g
- Device damaging detection, Fully waterproofed
- Smaller and lighter device for daily use 
- Electronic attachment & release mechanisms
- Durable strap to prevent tampering and provide stability

Home 
Monitoring Unit - Able to surveil the offender’s location at home

Charging Pack - High-capacity battery wirelessly charging the electronic anklet

13

Standard anklet type



1

Target : re-offenders or violators of duties and obligations  

Designed to resist any attempt of illegal detachment for 
more than 20 minutes

Intensified anklet type (for high-risk offenders)
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EM devices (2)



Tracking Procedures
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The location of offenders is determined 
by signals transmitted from GPS 
satellites via a mobile communications 
network to the monitoring center

Tracking Devices

Electronic 
Monitoring Device Home Monitoring Unit

•  Real-time location tracking
•  Violation detection

•  Curfew Monitoring

Tracking Devices

Base Station

Electronic Monitoring Center

•  Situation analysis
•  Initial response
•  Emergency assistance request

Probation Office

Police

v  EM Staff v  Special Investigation unit of   
        EM Supervision (SIES)

•  Being called in upon serious 
 violations (device tampering) and 
 arresting the violator through 
 cooperation with the probation office

•  In person supervision and 
 on-site visits

•  Monitoring of compliance and 
 revocation of probation

•  Immediate response to alerts 
 from high-risk offenders

•  Conducting and investigation 
 of a violator of conditions such 
 as device tampering
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Effects (1)3

17

Remarkable Reduction in Recidivism

14.1%

2.1%

Before                        After                      
(2003-2007) (2016-2020)

14.1%

0.1%

Before                        After                      
(2005-2007) (2016-2020)

4.9%

0.2%

Before                        After                      
(2009-2013) (2016-2020)

14.9%

1/7

1/49

1/75

Sexual 
Violence Murder Robbery



Effects (2)3
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EM helps alleviate concerns related to prison overcrowding and the cost 
of incarceration

Reduction in Prison overcrowding and Costs

EM provides precise and timely location data of offenders, 
which is used in criminal investigations, prosecutions, and trials

Useful Resources for Investigation and Trial
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EM device1

4G (LTE)
Tampering detection
GNSS (GPS,GLONASS),Wi-Fi
Fully waterproofed
Lightweight design at 90g for daily comfort and 
convenience

Smart watch type (for bail)
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Cooperation System with Local Surveillance Center 

Electronic Monitoring Center (EMC) collaborates with local government 
surveillance camera control centers to detect violations of the obligations, such as 
device tampering or entry to restricted areas, in real-time

This allows for prompt response and helps prevent re offending, ensuring the safety 
of citizens

Before
• Required to visit CCTV center 

in case of violations
• Time consuming to acquire 

videos, resulting in delayed 
response

After
• Direct CCTV monitoring
• Accurate situation analysis, 

resulting in prompt action 
against violations
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Pretrial Electronic Monitoring on stalkers
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Difficulty in confirming the actual access of stalkers with only restraining orders

Series of violent crimes such as murder targeting stalking victims and their families occurred

October 2021, Stalking Prevention Act enacted... BUT

A man, who was tracking his ex-girlfriend, discovered 
her parked car and then proceeded to commit murder

After an hour-long wait near victim’s 
workplace, the stalker killed the woman 



Pretrial Electronic Monitoring on stalkers
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National outrage 
over stalking crimes

Social consensus on 
measures for victim 

protection

Probation Office (58)

The Ministry of Justice revised the Stalking Prevention Act in July 2023 with a 
temporary measure of attaching 'location tracking electronic devices' 
to stalkers to secure the effectiveness of restraining orders

President of Republic of Korea criticizes inadequacy 
of stalking prevention law... calls for amendments.

We will further improve the system to ensure full 
protection of victims and prevent such crimes from 

occurring.



1st Asian Pacific Probation Conference (APPC 2023)
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APPC 2023 took place from May 30 to June 2 in Seoul, Republic of Korea, with 

participation from 9 countries and 180 members

Participated countries



1st Asian Pacific Probation Conference (APPC 2023)4
Outcome

1. Korean Ministry of Justice will annually gather 
Asian Pacific Probation Survey from 
participating countries, sharing the results 
subsequently.

2. Asian and Pacific Probation Conference will be 
held biennially, bridging the gap between the 
World Congress on Probation and Parole, with 
an expanded roster of participating countries.

3. The host of the next conference in 2025 will be 
New South Wales State of Australia.

4. Online meetings between practitioners from 
participating countries will continue to discuss 
survey methods and conference logistics



1st Asian Pacific Probation Conference (APPC 2023)

27

4



Hyung Seob, LEE
Director
Daegu District Probation Office
Crime Prevention Policy Bureau
Ministry of Justice, Republic of Korea
ghgyfkd1@korea.kr

28


